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• Oxygen is a prescribed medication and should be regarded as any other therapeutic drug 
(BNF 2017)

• The mismanagement of supplemental oxygen therapy can result in the deterioration of a 
patient or contribute to death through inappropriate prescribing, administering & 
monitoring (Nippers & Sutton 2014). 

Oxygen Therapy

‘Without a valid prescription which 
includes a target range, there is the 

danger that patients will be given too 
little oxygen or too much oxygen and thus 
be placed at risk of increased mortality’

(O Driscoll, R. [2016] BTS Emergency 
oxygen audit report, page 1)

‘Oxygen Therapy is the administration of 
oxygen at concentrations greater that 

that in the ambient air with the intent of 
treating or preventing hypoxia’

(ITS Irish Guidelines on the Administration 
of Oxygen Therapy in the Acute Clinical 

Setting in Adults [2017], page 6)

BTS
British Thoracic Society

ITS
Irish Thoracic Society



Rebreathing new life into oxygen therapy - Audit Stages
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Stage 1: Practice of prescribing, administering and monitoring of patients 
on oxygen therapy in the acute setting

Stage 7:  Re-audit concluded December 2025

Stage 6:  QI plan and action discussed with team

Stage 5:  Report communicated to stakeholders and ward 
staff

Stage 4:  Data analysed and compared with best practice guidelines 
(BTS/ITS)

Stage 3:  Audit tool based on BTS emergency template, data collection 
weekly 

Stage  2: 60 Patients  requiring oxygen  in LUH in two acute  medical  wards  
and  set best  practice  guidelines  (BTS/ITS ) to measure  against



Oxygen  prescribed  on Drug  Kardex

Audit - October 2024

Monitoring  (at  last  assessment)

Prescription

For the 60  patient  in the original  audit  

there were 334  opportunities  for the Drug 

Prescription  & Administration Kardex  to be 

signed  for administration  of oxygen  in the 

24 -hour prior to the audit . 

Administration of oxygen  was  signed  for 9 

(2.7%) times during the 24 -hour period .



Identifying the Key Issues



Quality Improvement Plan



Tosca-transcutaneous 

co2 detector

Inogen portable 
concentrators (x2)

Nonin pulse oximeters 
(x2)

Equipment

Funding NMPDU

Staff Poster Patient Information Leaflet



Emergency Oxygen prescribed on drug kardex

Re-Audit October 2025

Prescription

Administration
There was 340 opportunities for the drug kardex to be signed for the administration of 
oxygen therapy in the 24 hours prior to the audit. The administration of oxygen therapy 

was signed 54 times (15.9%).



Monitoring (at last assessment) 

Re-Audit October 2025



The Future The Project Team

Oxygen Alert
Wristband Initiative

Continued
Education

Oxygen
Workshops

With acknowledgement and thanks to Aine Slevin - Clinical Audit Facilitator (LUH) 
and Aoibhinn Moreton (Clinical Audit)

Community Initiative
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